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Annotation

This article explores the critical role of case studies in the teaching of English for Specific Purposes (ESP), with a particular focus on
Legal English instruction for first-year law students at Tashkent State University of Law. In an era where traditional language teaching
methods are increasingly being questioned, the case study methodology has emerged as an effective student-centered approach that
connects theoretical language knowledge with real-world legal practice.
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KEYS-STADI METODINING ESP O‘QITISHDAGI O‘RNI (TOSHKENT DAVLAT YURIDIK UNIVERSITETIDA YURIDIK
INGLIZ TILINI O‘QITISH MISOLIDA)
Annotatsiya

Ushbu maqola maxsus maqgsadlar uchun ingliz tilini (ESP) o‘gitishda, xususan, Toshkent davlat yuridik universitetining birinchi kurs
talabalari uchun yuridik ingliz tilini o‘qitishda keys-stadi usulining ahmiyatini yuzasidan tadqiqot natijalari haqida ma’lumot beradi.
An’anaviy til o‘qitish uslublariga qiziqish kundan-kun so‘nib borayotgan bir davrda, keys-stadi metodi o‘zini samaraliligi,
Shaxsga yo‘naltirilgan yondashuvga asoslanganligi bilan hozirgi zamon ta’lim jarayoni markazidan joy olib kelmogda. Bu yondashuv
nazariy til bilimlarini real yuridik amaliyot bilan bog‘laydi.

Kalit so‘zlar: ESP, keys-stadi , yuridik ingliz tili, tajribaviy o‘qitish, tanqidiy fikrlash, pedagogik innovatsiya, konstruktivizm, empirik
ma’lumotlar.

POJIb KEMC-CTAJIM B IIPEIIOJIABAHUU ESP (HA IIPUMEPE ITPEIIOJIABAHUSI IOPHJIUYECKOI'O
AHIJIMMCKOI'O B TAIIKEHTCKOM I'OCYJAPCTBEHHOM IOPUINYECKOM YHUBEPCUTETE)
AHHOTAIHS
B nmannO#l cTathe paccMaTpuBaeTCs BaKHEWIIAas POJIb KEHC-METOJOB B MPEMOAaBaHWU aHTIHMICKOTO S3bIKa ISl CHEIHAaIbHBIX IeJer
(ESP), ¢ 0coObIM akIIeHTOM Ha OOyYeHHE FOPHIUYECKOMY AHIIIMHCKOMY Ul CTYACHTOB MEPBOTO Kypca FOPHIMYECKOTO (akyipTeTa
TamIKeHTCKOro TocylapCTBEHHOTO IOPUANYECKOT0 YHHUBEpCHTETA. B 310Xy, Koraa TpaaulMOHHBIE METOABI NPEroiaBaHus s3bIKa BCE
yaie IO/ABEPraloTCsl COMHEHMIO, METOJOJIOTHS KeHC-METOZO0B 3apeKoMeHIoBana ceds Kak 3((eKTHBHBIH, OpPUEHTUPOBAaHHBIA Ha

CTYIEeHTa OAXO]l, KOTOPBIN CBS3BIBAET TEOPETHUECKUE 3HAHUS SI3bIKA C PEATTbHON IOPUAMIECKON TPAKTUKOM.
Kuarouesnie ciioBa: ESP, keiic-MeTo/1bl, FOPUIMYCCKUN aHTITHICKHUI, 00ydIeHUE Yepe3 OIbIT, KPUTHIECKOE MBIILICHHUE, [IearOrHYeCcKue

WHHOBAIUH, KOHCTPYKTUBU3M, ODMIIUPUUICCKUE TaHHBIC.

Introduction. In recent decades, the field of English for
Specific Purposes (ESP) has evolved dramatically in response to
the growing demand for discipline-oriented language teaching
methods that address the real-world needs of professionals and
students alike. One method that has particularly garnered
significant attention among educators is the case study approach.
The integration of case studies in ESP classes is based on the
premise that contextualized and experiential learning enhances
students’ ability to apply language skills to their specific academic
or professional domains. For law students, whose future careers
rest on the precise use of legal terminology and the interpretation
of intricate legal arguments, the use of authentic legal cases in the
ESP classroom emerges as a critical teaching strategy.

At Tashkent State University of Law, the ESP module —
with a particular focus on Legal English — is an integral
component of the first-year curriculum. The program seeks not
only to develop language proficiency but also to encourage
problem-solving, analytical thinking, and the application of legal
reasoning.

Literature review. A substantial body of research has
examined diverse methodologies in ESP teaching, and the case
study method, in particular, has received considerable scholarly
attention. Early pioneers in ESP such as Dudley-Evans and St
John (1998) argued that language learning for specialized
purposes is inherently tied to the context in which the language is
used. Their insights set the stage for subsequent investigations that
sought to validate the effectiveness of contextually rich, problem-
based learning strategies. Over the past two decades, case studies
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have emerged as a robust pedagogical approach — especially
significant in fields requiring both theoretical knowledge and
practical competence.

One of the foundational theoretical frameworks
supporting the use of case studies is constructivist learning theory.
Dewey [2] posited that knowledge is actively constructed rather
than passively absorbed, a view that is central to experiential
learning approaches. Kolb’s [6] experiential learning cycle further
emphasizes the importance of concrete experience and reflective
observation—two elements that are naturally embedded in the
analysis of real-world cases. In the context of Legal English, the
case study approach allows students to engage in active learning
by simulating courtroom scenarios, debating legal precedents, and
critically evaluating judgments.

Hutchinson and Waters [5] explored how context-specific
tasks greatly enhance the acquisition of ESP. They maintained
that traditional language instruction often falls short of addressing
the specialized needs of learners, particularly when abstract
grammar exercises fail to reflect the complexities of professional
communication. By incorporating case studies derived from real
legal cases, instructors can expose students to authentic language
use—thereby fostering an understanding of the nuanced legal
register, pragmatic conventions, and critical discourse.

Recent work by Basturkmen [1] has underscored the
importance of aligning ESP instruction with learners’ future
professional contexts. His research indicates that learners who
engage in realistic problem-solving exercises display higher levels
of motivation, improved retention of subject-specific vocabulary,
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and increased confidence in using just-in-time language skills. In
Legal English classrooms at institutions like Tashkent State
University of Law, this alignment is particularly important; first-
year law students are introduced to both legal theory and the
corresponding linguistic competencies required to navigate legal
texts and proceedings effectively.

Another important contribution to the literature is the
work of Flowerdew [4], who argued that ESP learners benefit
from teaching methods that emphasize both form and function. He
demonstrated that case studies, by their very nature, allow
students to see the functional applications of language—in this
instance, legal language—thereby fostering a deeper appreciation
of the relationship between language form and communicative
intent. This dual focus is crucial in Legal English, where precision
of language is a matter of professional competency.

Methods and analysis. At Tashkent State University of
Law, the ESP curriculum for first-year students has been
meticulously designed to combine theoretical instruction with
practical learning experiences. From the very first semester,
students are introduced to Legal English as a critical tool for their
academic and professional futures. Due to the increasing
complexity of legal language and the high stakes of legal practice,
the faculty has adopted a case study approach as a cornerstone of
its teaching methodology. The implementation process begins
with a thorough needs analysis to determine the specific language
skills required by law students. Faculty members analyze past
performance data, review professional legal documents, and
consider feedback from practitioners to pinpoint areas where
students typically struggle with legal English. Based on this
analysis, instructors design case studies that reflect real-life legal
scenarios, ranging from contract disputes and intellectual property
cases to human rights litigation and international arbitration.

A typical session in the ESP Legal English course
involves the following components:

Presentation of a Legal Case: The instructor introduces an
authentic legal case with a brief overview of its significance,
background, and key legal issues.

Group Analysis: Students work in small groups to analyze
the case, review key documents, identify legal terminology, and
debate legal arguments, fostering collaboration and diverse
perspectives.

Fiea s
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A bar chart (Figure 2) comparing student performance
before and after the implementation of case study—based
instruction further underscores the method’s effectiveness.
Examination results, reflective essays, and practical assessments
were analyzed from cohorts using traditional teaching methods
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Language-Focused Activities: Groups engage in exercises
like vocabulary building, analyzing legal syntax, and summarizing
legal arguments to apply legal language in context.

Reflective Writing and Feedback: Students write
reflections on the case and its legal reasoning, receiving feedback
to improve their language skills.

Simulated Legal Proceedings: Advanced sessions include
mock trials where students take on roles like lawyers and judges,
reinforcing legal vocabulary and developing public speaking and
critical reasoning skills.

By embedding these elements into the curriculum,
Tashkent State University of Law ensures that its first-year
students begin their legal education with a robust grounding in
both legal theory and the practical use of Legal English. The case
study approach provides a scaffolded learning environment where
students progressively build their competence, confidence, and
critical thinking abilities while simultaneously mastering the
specialized language required in legal settings.

A notable example of this approach involved the analysis
of a landmark contract dispute case. In this study, students were
asked to read the complete case file, identify key legal arguments,
and draft a hypothetical legal opinion. This exercise required
intensive use of legal terminology and an understanding of
complex syntactic structures. The group work component allowed
students to compare interpretations and collectively reach a
consensus on the legal issues at hand. The instructor then led a
debriefing session, emphasizing both the linguistic nuances and
the legal reasoning demonstrated throughout the discussion.

To provide empirical support for the benefits of the case
study method in ESP teaching, quantitative data were collected
from several cohorts of first-year law students at Tashkent State
University of Law. Two key visualizations have been generated to
illustrate the outcomes of the pedagogical shift.

A pie chart (Figure 1) was created based on survey data
reflecting the proportion of different instructional methods
employed in the Legal English curriculum. The chart indicates
that approximately 40% of class time is devoted to case study—
based learning, with traditional lectures accounting for 309%,
online modules contributing 15%, and group discussions making
up the remaining 15%. This distribution reflects the institution’s
commitment to providing a balanced curriculum where
interactive, real-life case studies form the cornerstone of language
acquisition.

of Teaching Methods
Cnline Modules
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versus those employing case studies. The data indicate that
students exposed to the case study approach demonstrated, on
average, a 15% improvement in critical language tasks, compared
to an 8% improvement among those taught by conventional
methods.
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Figure 2: Comparative Academic Outcomes
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The generation of these charts involved collecting
detailed data from classroom surveys, assignment outcomes, and
examination scores. The improvements observed are statistically
significant and underscore the positive impact of integrating case
studies into the ESP curriculum. The practical insights gleaned
from these data not only justify the continued use of case studies
but also provide a concrete basis for further pedagogical
innovations in ESP teaching at the university

Discussion. The analysis in this article demonstrates that
the case study method significantly enhances ESP teaching by
actively involving students in their learning process. Grounded in
constructivist and experiential learning theories, this approach
enables first-year law students to acquire specialized Legal
English  vocabulary and grammar while simultaneously
developing critical thinking and problem-solving skills. Feedback
from students highlights that working with real legal cases makes
abstract concepts more tangible and boosts their confidence in
using legal English. Additionally, group discussions and
simulated legal proceedings foster collaboration and debate,
preparing students for professional environments where teamwork
and effective communication are essential.

Another key advantage of the case study method is its
adaptability, allowing instructors to tailor case complexity to
students’ proficiency levels. This ensures that even those initially
struggling with legal language can gradually meet the subject's

demands. Empirical data, supported by pie and bar charts, reveal a
15% improvement in critical language tasks with case study
methods, surpassing traditional instruction. These findings
underscore the method’s value not only for Legal English but for
broader ESP contexts, offering a replicable model that bridges
academic learning with real-world applications, essential for
preparing students for professional challenges.

Conclusion. The adoption of case studies in teaching
Legal English within the ESP framework has proven to be a
transformative strategy, as demonstrated by practices at Tashkent
State University of Law. This article has highlighted the
theoretical foundations, critical literature, practical applications,
and empirical data that collectively validate the effectiveness of
this method. By immersing first-year law students in context-rich,
active learning experiences, educators enhance both linguistic
proficiency and the critical thinking skills essential for legal
practice. Empirical data, represented through pie and bar charts,
further confirm that students exposed to case study approaches
achieve better academic outcomes and a deeper understanding of
legal discourse.

The case study method represents a shift toward dynamic,
learner-centered approaches in ESP teaching. For institutions like
Tashkent State University of Law, this strategy effectively bridges
the gap between theoretical knowledge and professional
application, addressing the unique demands of legal education.
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