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THE ICEBERG PRINCIPLE IN THE WORKS OF ERNEST HEMINGWAY 

Annotation 

This paper explores Ernest Hemingway's Iceberg Principle, a significant narrative technique that revolutionized modern 

literature. It delves into how Hemingway's minimalist style, characterized by sparse, concise writing, conceals deeper meanings 

beneath the surface of the text, much as an iceberg's hidden mass. Through analyzing key works such as "The Old Man and the 

Sea" and "Hills like White Elephants," the paper illustrates how Hemingway's deliberate omissions invite readers to uncover the 

underlying complexities of his narratives.  

Key words. Minimalism, Omission, Subtext, Interpretation, Suggestion, Understatement, Complexity, Narrative, Symbolism, 

Depth. 

 

ПРИНЦИП АЙСБЕРГА В ТВОРЧЕСТВЕ ЭРНЕСТА ХЕМИНГУЭЯ 

Аннотация 

В данной работе исследуется Принцип Айсберга Эрнеста Хемингуэя, значительная повествовательная техника, которая 

кардинально изменила современную литературу. Работа погружается в анализ минималистского стиля Хемингуэя, 

характеризующегося лаконичным, сжатым изложением, скрывающим глубокие смыслы под поверхностью текста, 

подобно скрытой массе айсберга. Через анализ ключевых произведений, таких как "Старик и море" и "Холмы, как белые 

слоны", работа демонстрирует, как сознательные упущения Хемингуэя приглашают читателей раскрыть скрытую 

сложность его нарративов.  

Ключевые слова. Минимализм, Упущение, Подтекст, Интерпретация, Намек, Сдержанность, Сложность, Нарратив, 

Символизм, Глубина. 

 

ERNEST XEMINGVEY ASARLARIDAGI AYSBERG PRINSIPI 

Annotatsiya 

Ushbu maqolada Ernest Xemingueyning Aysberg printsipi ko'rib chiqiladi, bu zamonaviy adabiyotda inqilob qilgan muhim 

hikoya usuli. Asar Xemingueyning minimalist uslubi tahliliga bag„ishlangan bo„lib, u aysbergning yashirin massasi kabi matn 

yuzasi ostida chuqurroq ma‟nolarni yashiradigan lakonik, ixcham yozuv bilan ajralib turadi. Asar “Chol va dengiz” va “Oq 

fillardek tepaliklar” kabi asosiy asarlarni tahlil qilish orqali Xemingueyning ataylab tashlab qo„ygan kamchiliklari o„quvchilarni 

hikoyalarining yashirin murakkabligini ochishga undashini ko„rsatadi.  

Kalit so'zlar. Minimalizm, tushurib qoldirish, pastki matn, talqin, ishora, cheklov, murakkablik, hikoya, ramziylik, chuqurlik. 

 

Introduction. One of the most important conditions for mastering knowledge is, of course, the assimilation of a system 

of concepts. Because, as experts emphasize, concepts are one of the main components in the content of any academic subject[1]. 

Ernest Hemingway, an iconic figure in 20th-century literature, was born on July 21, 1899, in Oak Park, Illinois. Growing 

up in a middle-class family, Hemingway developed an early love for adventure and the outdoors, which later influenced his 

writing. He began his career as a journalist, a role that honed his distinctive, concise writing style. During World War I, he served 

as an ambulance driver on the Italian front, an experience that profoundly affected him and inspired works such as "A Farewell to 

Arms." Hemingway's adventurous spirit led him to live in various parts of the world, including Paris, Spain, and Cuba, locations 

that often served as backdrops for his stories. His notable works include "The Sun Also Rises," "For Whom the Bell Tolls," and 

"The Old Man and the Sea," the latter earning him the Pulitzer Prize in 1953. Hemingway's writing characterized by its directness 

and understated complexity significantly influenced modern literature. He was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1954 for 

his mastery of narrative art and the influence he exerted on contemporary style. Hemingway's life, marked by personal struggles 

and a series of marriages, ended tragically with his suicide in 1961 in Ketchum, Idaho, but his literary legacy continues to endure.  

The Iceberg Principle, also known as the Theory of Omission, is a powerful literary technique pioneered by Ernest 

Hemingway, which has had a profound impact on modern storytelling. This principle suggests that just like an iceberg, where 

only a small part is visible above water while the vast majority remains unseen below, in good writing, the deeper meaning of a 

story should not be evident on the surface but should be implicit, hidden beneath the text. Hemingway believed that by omitting 

certain parts of a story, a writer could strengthen it, allowing the reader to infer and imagine the underlying themes and 

complexities.  

Method. The Iceberg Principle, or the Theory of Omission, is a literary concept introduced by Ernest Hemingway that 

has become a cornerstone of modern narrative technique. At its core, the Iceberg Principle is predicated on the idea that the most 

powerful elements of a story are those that are not explicitly stated, but rather implied or left to the reader's imagination. 

Hemingway believed that just like an iceberg, which has only a small portion visible above water while the majority of its mass is 

hidden beneath, a story should reveal only a fraction of its content on the surface, leaving the deeper truths and complexities 

submerged and implicit. This principle is deeply intertwined with Hemingway's minimalist writing style, which is characterized 

by straightforward, unadorned prose, and a focus on surface elements rather than elaborate descriptions or introspective 

monologues.  

The Iceberg Principle in Hemingway's work is not about simplicity for its own sake, but rather about the careful selection 

of details that will hint at the larger, unseen reality beneath. Hemingway believed that by providing just enough detail to set the 

scene and define the characters, a writer could leave the rest to the reader's imagination, who would then actively engage in 

piecing together the unwritten parts of the story. This technique requires the reader to infer and interpret, thereby forming a more 

personal connection with the narrative. For example, in Hemingway's "Hills like White Elephants," the story is a conversation 
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between a man and a woman, and the subject of their discussion is never explicitly stated. However, through their dialogue and 

the subtle cues in their interaction, it becomes clear that they are talking about the possibility of having an abortion. The power of 

the story lies in what is unsaid; the tension, emotions, and moral dilemmas are all beneath the surface, inferred by the reader 

through the sparse dialogue and description. Another aspect of Hemingway's minimalist style and the Iceberg Principle is his use 

of strong, declarative sentences and the omission of unnecessary adjectives and adverbs.  

In essence, the Iceberg Principle in relation to Hemingway's minimalist writing style is about the power of suggestion 

over explicit detail. It reflects a deep understanding of human nature and the belief that the most emotionally resonant parts of a 

story are those that are left for the reader to discover. This approach not only challenges readers to engage more deeply with the 

text but also allows for a multiplicity of interpretations, making Hemingway's stories rich in meaning and endlessly fascinating to 

explore. 

Result. Analyzing Ernest Hemingway's literature reveals numerous instances where the Iceberg Principle, or the Theory 

of Omission, is vividly employed, offering readers an opportunity to engage deeply with the underlying themes and emotions of 

his narratives. One of the most prominent examples is found in "Hills Like White Elephants," a short story that exemplifies 

Hemingway's mastery of implicit storytelling. The narrative revolves around a conversation between a man and a woman at a 

train station, discussing an operation, which, through their veiled dialogue and the story's context, is inferred to be an abortion.  

In "The Old Man and the Sea," Hemingway's Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, the Iceberg Principle is evident in the 

minimalist portrayal of the old fisherman's epic struggle with a giant marlin. The story goes beyond the literal fight between man 

and fish, delving into themes of pride, resilience, and the human condition. Hemingway does not overtly delve into these themes 

but allows them to emerge naturally through the narrative's progression, the character's actions, and their relationship with the sea 

and the fish.  

Another notable example is "A Clean, Well-Lighted Place," where Hemingway explores themes of loneliness, existential 

despair, and the search for meaning. The story is about two waiters discussing an old man who frequents their café. Hemingway's 

sparse dialogue and the stark contrast between the younger waiter's impatience and the older waiter's empathy towards the old 

man subtly highlight the existential angst and the human need for a sense of belonging and comfort.  

"The Sun Also Rises" provides another example of the Iceberg Principle in action. The novel, set in the post-World War I 

era, follows a group of expatriates traveling from Paris to Pamplona. Hemingway presents the characters' disillusionment and the 

Lost Generation's existential crisis through understated dialogue and interactions, rather than through direct exposition.  

In "For Whom the Bell Tolls," Hemingway uses the Iceberg Principle to explore the complexities of war, love, and 

mortality. The protagonist, Robert Jordan, is an American fighting in the Spanish Civil War. Hemingway conveys the brutality 

and futility of war not through graphic descriptions but through the characters' experiences and internal conflicts. The love story 

between Jordan and Maria adds a layer of emotional depth, with their relationship serving as a counterpoint to the surrounding 

violence, their conversations and interactions hinting at deeper emotional layers. Through these examples, it is evident that 

Hemingway's application of the Iceberg Principle in his literature is a deliberate technique that adds depth and resonance to his 

stories.  

Discussions. The Iceberg Principle, as employed by Ernest Hemingway, serves as a powerful tool for engaging the 

reader's imagination and necessitates a significant level of interpretation in understanding his works. This principle, which 

involves presenting only the surface details of a story while leaving the underlying themes and emotions implicit, encourages 

readers to delve deeper into the narrative, using their imagination to uncover the full scope of the story. Unlike more explicit 

storytelling methods, Hemingway's technique requires readers to actively participate in the construction of the narrative, filling in 

the gaps and inferring meanings that are not directly stated. This active engagement fosters a unique relationship between the text 

and the reader. As they read Hemingway's work, readers are prompted to look beyond what is immediately apparent, to think 

critically about what might be happening beneath the surface of the dialogue and action. This engagement is not just intellectual 

but also emotional, as readers project their own experiences, thoughts, and feelings onto the text, creating a personalized 

interpretation of the story. For example, in "Hills Like White Elephants," readers might draw on their own experiences and 

beliefs to interpret the characters' feelings and motivations regarding the implied topic of abortion, making each reading of the 

story a unique experience. 

The role of reader interpretation is crucial in understanding Hemingway's works. Since Hemingway often omits explicit 

details about his characters' internal states and backgrounds, readers must infer these elements from the context, dialogue, and 

actions presented in the narrative. This approach can lead to a wide range of interpretations, as each reader brings their own 

perspective to the text. For instance, in "The Sun Also Rises," readers might interpret the characters' aimless wandering and 

pursuit of pleasure as a reflection of the Lost Generation's disillusionment after World War I, or they might see it as a more 

personal search for meaning in a post-war world. 

Hemingway's minimalist style, characterized by simple, straightforward prose, further enhances this interpretive process. 

By avoiding the use of overly descriptive language and focusing instead on succinct, impactful dialogue and narrative, 

Hemingway leaves much to the reader's imagination. This style creates a sense of ambiguity and open-endedness in his stories, 

allowing for multiple interpretations and a deeper engagement with the text. In "A Clean, Well-Lighted Place," for example, the 

sparse dialogue between the waiters and their observations of the old man in the café can be interpreted in various ways, each 

reflecting the reader's own understanding of loneliness, aging, and the human condition. 

 The Iceberg Principle in Hemingway's literature not only engages the reader's imagination but also places a significant 

emphasis on reader interpretation. This approach transforms the act of reading into a collaborative process, where the reader 

plays an active role in constructing the narrative. The resulting interpretations are as varied as the readers themselves, making 

Hemingway's works enduringly compelling and open to continuous rediscovery.  

Conclusion. In conclusion, the Iceberg Principle in Ernest Hemingway's works is a pivotal aspect of his literary genius, 

crucial for understanding the depth and complexity of his storytelling. This narrative technique, centered on omission and 

minimalism, elevates the reading experience to an interactive, interpretive journey. Hemingway masterfully presents only the tip 

of the narrative, encouraging readers to delve beneath the surface to discover the underlying themes and emotions. This method 

reflects the complexities of human experiences, where much remains unspoken or hidden. The importance of the Iceberg 

Principle in Hemingway's literature lies in its ability to engage readers on a deeper, more personal level.  



Hemingway's use of the Iceberg Principle has significantly influenced modern literature, offering a template for 

conveying profound meanings in a concise and impactful manner. It challenges readers to think critically and empathetically, 

making his works not just stories to be read but puzzles to be solved.  
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