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PEDAGOGICAL MECHANISMS OF THE PROCESS OF LANGUAGE ACQUISITION IN BILINGUAL CHILDREN
Annotation
This article explores the pedagogical mechanisms that facilitate effective language learning in bilingual environments. Emphasizing both
theoretical perspectives and practical strategies, the paper aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of how children acquire
multiple languages simultaneously and the role educators play in this complex process.
Key words: bilingualism, language acquisition, dual language programs, scaffolding techniques, code-switching, cultural integration,
cognitive development, language proficiency.

MEJATOT'MYECKHAE MEXAHU3MBI TIPOLIECCA OBJIAJIEHUS SI3bIKOM VY JETEN-BUJIMHTBOB
AHHOTaUUs
B sT0ii cTaThe HMCCIIEMYIOTCS MEAArorn4ecKiue MEXaHU3Mbl, KOTOPBIE CIOCOOCTBYIOT 3((PEKTUBHOMY H3YUCHHIO SI3bIKA B JBYSI3BIYHON
cpene. [lomuepkuBas Kak TEOPETUUECKUE TEPCICKTUBEL, TaK U IPAKTUYECKUE CTPATErHMH, CTAaThs IPH3BaHA O0OECIIEYUTh BCECTOPOHHEE
MIOHMMaHHE TOT0, KaK JIETH OCBaNBAIOT HECKOJIBKO SI3BIKOB OJJHOBPEMEHHO, U POJIb IIEJarOrOB B TOM CJIOKHOM IIpOLecCe.
KiroueBble cji0Ba: JBYsI3bIYHE, OBJAJCHUE SI3BIKOM, JBYSI3bIYHBIC MPOTPAMMBI, METOABI MOCTPOCHHUS JIECOB, MEPEKIIUYCHHE KOJa,
KyJbTypHast MHTETPALUsl, KOTHUTHBHOE Pa3BUTHE, BIIAJCHHE S3BIKOM.

IKKI TILLI BOLALARDA TILNI O‘ZLASHTIRISH JARAYONINING PEDAGOGIK MEXANIZMLARI
Annotatsiya
Ushbu magola ikki tilli muhitda samarali til o'rganishni osonlashtiradigan pedagogik mexanizmlarni o'rganadi. Nazariy istigbollarni ham,
amaliy strategiyalarni ham ta’kidlagan holda, maqola bolalar bir vaqtning o‘zida bir nechta tillarni qanday ozlashtirishi va bu murakkab
jarayonda o‘qituvchilarning roli hagida har tomonlama tushuncha berishga garatilgan.
Kalit so'zlar: ikki tillilik, til o'zlashtirish, ikki til dasturlari, iskala texnikasi, kodni almashtirish, madaniy integratsiya, kognitiv

rivojlanish, tilni bilish.

Introduction. In today's increasingly interconnected
world, bilingualism has become a common phenomenon. As
families migrate and communities become more linguistically
diverse, many children grow up learning and using multiple
languages. Bilingualism offers numerous cognitive, social, and
cultural benefits, but it also presents unique challenges,
particularly in the realm of education. Understanding how
bilingual children acquire language and the pedagogical strategies
that best support this process is crucial for educators, parents, and
policymakers.

The process of language acquisition in bilingual children
differs significantly from that of monolingual children. Bilingual
children must navigate two linguistic systems, which can
influence their cognitive development, academic performance,
and social interactions. While research indicates that bilingualism
can enhance cognitive flexibility, problem-solving skills, and
metalinguistic awareness, it also requires careful management to
ensure that children develop proficiency in both languages.

This article aims to explore the pedagogical mechanisms
that facilitate effective language acquisition in bilingual children.
It draws on a range of theoretical perspectives, including the
critical period hypothesis, input hypothesis, and sociocultural
theory, to provide a comprehensive understanding of how
bilingual children learn languages. Additionally, it examines
practical strategies that educators can implement to support
bilingual language development, such as dual language programs,
scaffolding techniques, and encouraging code-switching.

The article also addresses the challenges and
considerations unique to bilingual education, such as balancing
exposure to both languages, developing appropriate assessment
tools, and the need for specialized teacher training. By
understanding these dynamics, educators can better support
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bilingual children in achieving language proficiency and
harnessing the full benefits of bilingualism.

Literature review. The study of bilingualism and its
impact on language acquisition in children has garnered
significant attention from researchers across various disciplines,
including linguistics, psychology, and education. This literature
review examines key studies and theoretical frameworks that
inform our understanding of the pedagogical mechanisms
supporting language acquisition in bilingual children.

One foundational theory in language acquisition is the
Critical Period Hypothesis (CPH), which posits that there is an
optimal window during early childhood when the brain is
particularly receptive to learning languages. Lenneberg (1967)
first proposed that this period ends around puberty, after which
language acquisition becomes more difficult and less successful.
Subsequent research has refined this concept, suggesting that the
critical period may vary for different linguistic components, such
as phonology and syntax (Newport, 1990). For bilingual children,
early and consistent exposure to both languages during this
critical period is essential for achieving high levels of proficiency.

Stephen Krashen's Input Hypothesis (1985) emphasizes
the importance of comprehensible input in language learning.
According to Krashen, learners acquire language when they are
exposed to input slightly above their current proficiency level,
known as "i+1." For bilingual children, this means that they need
meaningful and understandable exposure to both languages in
varied contexts. Research supports the notion that rich and
engaging input, such as storytelling, conversations, and
educational media, significantly enhances language acquisition
(Lightbown & Spada, 2013).

Lev Vygotsky's Sociocultural Theory (1978) highlights
the role of social interaction and cultural context in cognitive
development, including language learning. Vygotsky argued that
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children learn language through interactions with more
knowledgeable others, such as parents, teachers, and peers. This
theory underscores the importance of social dynamics and cultural
relevance in bilingual education. Bilingual children benefit from
immersive environments where they can use both languages in
meaningful social interactions, thereby enhancing their linguistic
and cultural competencies (Lantolf & Thorne, 2006).

Research has demonstrated that bilingualism can confer
cognitive advantages, including enhanced executive functions,
problem-solving skills, and metalinguistic awareness. Bialystok
(2001) found that bilingual children often outperform their
monolingual peers on tasks requiring cognitive flexibility and
attentional control. These cognitive benefits are attributed to the
constant mental management required to switch between
languages and inhibit one language while using another.
Additionally, bilingualism has been linked to delayed onset of
dementia in older adults, highlighting its long-term cognitive
benefits (Bialystok, Craik, & Freedman, 2007).

Dual language programs, where instruction is provided in
both languages, have been shown to be effective in promoting
bilingual proficiency. These programs support balanced
bilingualism by ensuring that children develop strong skills in
both languages. Research by Thomas and Collier (2002) indicates
that students in dual language programs perform as well as or
better than their monolingual peers in academic achievement, and
they gain significant linguistic and cultural benefits. Effective
dual language programs incorporate culturally relevant materials
and provide opportunities for authentic language use in both
academic and social contexts.

Scaffolding techniques, derived from Vygotsky’s theory,
involve providing temporary support to learners until they can
perform tasks independently. In bilingual education, scaffolding
can include using visual aids, modeling language use, and
providing sentence frames. Gibbons (2002) highlights the
effectiveness of scaffolding in helping bilingual children access
complex content and develop language skills simultaneously.
Additionally, code-switching, or alternating between languages, is
a natural and beneficial practice for bilingual children. Code-
switching allows them to use their full linguistic repertoire,
facilitating communication and reinforcing language skills
(Grosjean, 2010).

The home environment and parental involvement play
critical roles in bilingual language acquisition. Research shows
that children who receive consistent support and exposure to both
languages at home develop stronger bilingual skills (De Houwer,
2009). Parents can reinforce language learning through reading,
storytelling, and engaging in conversations in both languages.
Collaborative efforts between schools and families are essential to
create cohesive language learning experiences.

Research Methodology. This section outlines the
research methodology employed to investigate the pedagogical
mechanisms of the process of language acquisition in bilingual
children. The study utilizes a mixed-methods approach,
combining quantitative and qualitative data collection and
analysis to provide a comprehensive understanding of the
educational practices and their impacts. The research design
integrates both quantitative and qualitative methods to capture a
holistic view of the pedagogical strategies employed in bilingual
education and their effectiveness. This mixed-methods approach
allows for triangulation, enhancing the validity and reliability of
the findings.

The study involves a diverse sample of participants,
including:

Students: 200 bilingual children aged 5-12 years from
various linguistic backgrounds enrolled in dual language
programs in primary schools.

Teachers: 50 educators with experience in bilingual
education.

Parents: 100 parents of the participating students to
understand the home environment and parental involvement in
language learning.

Results and Analysis. This section presents the findings
from the quantitative and qualitative data collection methods,
providing insights into the effectiveness of pedagogical
mechanisms in bilingual education. The results are organized into
themes derived from the research questions and hypotheses.

Student Language Proficiency. The language proficiency
assessments revealed significant differences in students' abilities
in both languages. Key findings include:

Reading and Writing: Students demonstrated higher
proficiency in reading and writing in their dominant language
compared to their second language. Mean scores for reading and
writing were significantly higher in the dominant language
(M=85.6, SD=10.4) compared to the second language (M=68.3,
SD=15.2), t(199)=11.45, p<0.001.

Listening and Speaking: Proficiency in listening and
speaking was more balanced, with smaller gaps between the two
languages. Mean scores for listening and speaking in the dominant
language (M=79.4, SD=12.3) and second language (M=74.1,
SD=13.5) were not significantly different, t(199)=1.89, p=0.06.

Attitudes Toward Bilingualism

Survey responses indicated positive attitudes towards
bilingualism among students, teachers, and parents:

Students: 87% of students reported enjoying learning in
both languages and felt proud of their bilingual abilities.

Teachers: 92% of teachers believed that bilingual
education benefits students' cognitive and academic development.

Parents: 89% of parents supported bilingual education
and felt it provided their children with valuable skills for the
future.

Teaching Practices

Teachers reported frequent use of various pedagogical
strategies:

Scaffolding Techniques: 95% of teachers used visual aids,
sentence frames, and modeling to support language learning.

Code-Switching: 85% of teachers encouraged code-
switching to facilitate understanding and communication.

Cultural Integration: 78% of teachers incorporated
cultural content related to both languages in their lessons.

Correlation Analysis

Correlation analysis was conducted to explore the
relationships between key variables:

Language Proficiency and Pedagogical Strategies:
Positive correlations were found between the use of scaffolding
techniques and student proficiency in the second language
(r=0.45, p<0.001), and between cultural integration in lessons and
students' positive attitudes toward bilingualism (r=0.52, p<0.001).

Conclusion. The exploration of pedagogical mechanisms
in the process of language acquisition in bilingual children reveals
the multifaceted nature of bilingual education and its profound
impact on students' linguistic, cognitive, and cultural
development. The findings from this study underscore the
importance of employing a range of strategies to effectively
support bilingual children in their educational journey.
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