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THE THEMES OF ALIENATION AND ISOLATION IN WILLIAM FALKNER’S SHORT STORIES 

Annotation 

This article examines the multifaceted theme of alienation and isolation in William Faulkner's short stories, exploring how it intersects 

with race, class, and the historical and social context of the American South. Faulkner masterfully portrays characters grappling with 

feelings of disconnection due to factors such as racial prejudice, social ostracism, internal conflict, and the weight of the past. Through 

vivid imagery and psychological insights, he delves into the human condition, exploring the universal struggles for belonging and the 

enduring impact of isolation on the individual and society. 

Key words: William Faulkner, social alienation, psychological isolation, grotesque stories, slavery, racism, new criticism, stream of 

consciousness, American history, “Dry September”, “Barn Burning”, “A Rose for Emily”. 

 

ТЕМЫ ОТЧУЖДЕНИЯ И ИЗОЛЯЦИИ В РАССКАЗАХ УИЛЬЯМА ФОЛКНЕРА 

Аннотация 

В данной статье исследуется разносторонняя тема отчуждения и изоляции в рассказах Уильяма Фолкнера, рассматривается ее 

пересечение с расовыми, классовыми в историческом и социальном контексте американского Юга. Фолкнер мастерски 

изображает персонажей, борющихся с чувством отчуждения из-за таких факторов, как расовые предрассудки, социальная 

изоляция, внутренние конфликты и груз прошлого. Через яркие образы и психологические озарения он погружается в 

человеческую сущность, исследуя универсальные проблемы принадлежности и долгосрочное влияние изоляции на человека и 

общество. 

Ключевые слова: Уильяма Фолкнер, социальное отчуждение, психологическая изоляция, гротескный рассказ, рабство, расизм, 

современная критика, поток сознания, американская история, «Засушливый сентябрь», «Поджигатель», «роза для Эмилии». 

 

VILYAM FOLKNER HIKOYALARIDA JAMIYATDAN UZOQLASHISH VA YOLGʻIZLIK MAVZULARI 

Annotatsiya 

Ushbu maqola Vilyam Folknerning hikoyalarida jamiyatdan uzoqlashish va yolg‘izlikning ko‘p qirrali mavzu ekanligini ko‘rib chiqadi 

hamda uning irq, sinf va Amerika janubining tarixiy va ijtimoiy konteksti bilan qanday bog‘liqligini o‘rganadi. Folkner irqiy kamsitish, 

ijtimoiy chetlanish, ichki ziddiyatlar va o‘tmish og‘irligi kabi omillar tufayli jamiyat bilan aloqadan ajralish hissi bilan kurashayotgan 

qahramonlarni mohirona tasvirlaydi. O‘ziga xos tasvirlar va psixologik tushunchalar orqali u insonning ichki ahvolini chuqur o‘rganadi, 

tegishli bo‘lish uchun umumjahon kurashlarini va izolyatsiyaning shaxs va jamiyatga bo‘lgan doimiy ta’sirini o‘rganadi.  

Kalit so‘zlar: Uilyam Folkner, ijtimoiy begonalashuv, psixologik izolyatsiya, grotesk hikoyalar, qullik, irqchilik, zamonaviy 

tanqidchilik, ong oqimi, Amerika tarixi, "Quruq sentyabr", "Barn yonishi", "Emili uchun atirgul". Начало формы 

 

Introduction. William Cuthbert Faulkner, one of the 

renowned American writers of the 20th century, was born in New 

Albany, Mississippi. Faulkner is best known for his novels and 

stories set in fictional Mississippi county-Yoknapatawpha, where 

created by him. Faulkner is celebrated for his literary depictions 

of the American South History. His short stories and novels delve 

into crucial themes like slavery, the Civil War, and social class 

struggles, offering a global perspective on significant aspects of 

American history. The quality of paying close and profound 

attention to details and the ability to accurately portray the 

complexities of human existence are key factors contributing to 

his status as one of the 20th century's most creative writers. 

This article examines Faulkner's short stories as complete 

and unified pieces of fiction and how they typically focus on a 

significant turning point or transformation in the lives of their 

main characters, since Faulkner has always been praised for his 

originality concerning the themes embedded in his works. 

Literature review. The themes of alienation and isolation 

are prevalent in the short stories of William Faulkner. Several 

prominent scholars, such as Cleanth Brooks, leading figure in 

New Criticism, focused on the close reading of texts and 

emphasized the importance of internal contradictions and 

ambiguities. His work on Faulkner's short stories illuminates the 

psychological complexities of his characters and their struggles 

with alienation. Robert Penn Warren, Southern writer, provided 

insightful commentary on Faulkner's work, exploring the social 

and historical context that shaped his vision of the South. Literary 

critic Irving Howe examined Faulkner's work within the broader 

context of American literature, analyzing his contributions to the 

Southern Renaissance and his engagement with themes of race, 

class, and the human condition. 

These scholars’ works continue to inspire and inform 

critical discussions of the author’s fiction, highlighting the 

enduring power and relevance of his exploration of these 

universal themes. 

The themes of alienation and isolation. Alienation and 

isolation are often intertwined with the larger themes of race, 

class, and the decay of the Old South. In Faulkner's short stories, 

alienation can manifest in various forms. Characters may feel 

isolated from their communities due to their race, as seen in 

stories like "Dry September" and "Barn Burning." In "Dry 

September," the protagonist, Minnie Cooper, is ostracized by the 

white community after falsely accusing a black man of assault. 

Similarly, in "Barn Burning," the protagonist, Sarty Snopes, 

grapples with his loyalty to his family, who are social outcasts due 

to their poverty and penchant for arson. 

William Faulkner's early works, both short stories and 

novels, often depict a bleak and ironic world where evil seems to 

prosper while the virtuous suffer. However, his later works show a 

shift towards a more accepting and even hopeful perspective. This 

change is gradual, evident in how he portrays recurring characters 

like Gavin Stevens and Flem Snopes differently over time, and in 

his evolving views on themes like social justice and race. Initially, 

Faulkner's writing suggests a deep resentment towards a universe 

that seems indifferent to human suffering. But later on, he 

demonstrates a greater acceptance of things as they are, 
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acknowledging moments of grace and the occasional kindness of 

nature and humanity.  

Carl Rollyson has argued that, "as an artist," Faulkner 

believed "he should be above worldly concerns and even 

morality." Faulkner was known for his experimental style with 

meticulous attention to diction and cadence. In contrast to the 

minimalist understatement of his contemporary Ernest 

Hemingway, Faulkner made frequent use of stream of 

consciousness in his writing, and wrote often highly emotional, 

subtle, cerebral, complex, and sometimes Gothic or grotesque 

stories of a wide variety of characters including former slaves or 

descendants of slaves, poor white, agrarian, or working-class 

Southerners, and Southern aristocrats. Faulkner's contemporary 

critical reception was mixed, with The New York Times noting 

that many critics regarded his work as "raw slabs of pseudo 

realism that had relatively little merit as serious writing". 

In "A Rose for Emily," William Faulkner explores how 

social isolation and cruel gossip contribute to the tragic decline of 

Emily Grierson. The townspeople, while initially revering her 

family's legacy, become increasingly critical and indifferent 

towards her. This lack of empathy, particularly after her father's 

death, significantly impacts her ability to function within society. 

The townspeople, instead of acknowledging her potential 

emotional distress, dismiss her as eccentric and mentally unstable. 

Their apathy and failure to recognize her true feelings further 

isolate her and allow her to harbor deep-seated resentments. 

While some might attribute her actions to mental illness, 

the story suggests that the townspeople's indifference played a 

crucial role in her tragic downfall. After her father's death, Emily 

unexpectedly begins a romance with Homer Barron, surprising the 

townspeople. However, she ultimately kills him and preserves his 

corpse in her house. This bizarre act further highlights the extent 

of her isolation and the destructive impact of the townspeople's 

neglect. The story serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of 

social isolation and the importance of empathy and understanding 

within a community. 

Class differences also contribute to feelings of alienation 

in Faulkner's stories. In "A Rose for Emily," the titular character, 

Miss Emily Grierson, is a relic of the Old South, isolated from the 

changing social order of the modern world. Her refusal to 

acknowledge her declining status and the passage of time leads to 

her tragic isolation. Furthermore, psychological and emotional 

factors can lead to isolation in Faulkner's characters. In "The 

Bear," the protagonist, Ike McCaslin, seeks solace in the 

wilderness, feeling alienated from the corrupting influences of 

civilization. His retreat into nature reflects his desire for purity 

and authenticity, which he believes can only be found away from 

the complexities of human society. 

Faulkner's masterful use of stream-of-consciousness 

narrative techniques allows him to delve into the inner lives of his 

characters, revealing their deepest fears, anxieties, and feelings of 

isolation. Through vivid imagery and psychological insights, he 

explores the human condition with a profound understanding of 

the complexities of the human experience. Faulkner's exploration 

of alienation and isolation has garnered critical acclaim for its 

unflinching honesty and psychological depth. Critics have praised 

his ability to capture the human condition in all its complexity, 

laying bare the universal struggles of belonging and connection. 

His work continues to resonate with contemporary audiences, as 

these themes remain relevant in a world grappling with issues of 

identity, social justice, and the psychological impact of trauma. 

William Faulkner's short stories are a microcosm of the 

human condition, grappling with the profound themes. The 

themes permeate his work, exploring the psychological and social 

forces that contribute to individuals feeling disconnected from 

themselves, others, and the world around them. 

Social Alienation: 

- Race and Class: Faulkner's Yoknapatawpha County, a 

fictionalized version of his native Mississippi, is a microcosm of 

the American South, rife with racial tension and social 

stratification. Characters like Joe Christmas in "Light in August" 

are marginalized due to their mixed-race heritage, unable to find 

acceptance in either the white or black communities. Similarly, 

characters from lower socioeconomic backgrounds, such as the 

Snopes family in "Barn Burning," often face ostracization and 

prejudice. 

 -The Burden of the Past: The legacy of slavery and the 

Civil War casts a long shadow over Faulkner's characters, 

hindering their ability to connect with others and move forward. 

The past often serves as a source of trauma and guilt, leading to 

feelings of isolation and displacement. 

Psychological Isolation: 

-Internal Conflict: Many of Faulkner's characters are 

plagued by internal conflicts, grappling with their own desires, 

fears, and the weight of their past. This internal turmoil can lead 

to a sense of alienation from their own selves, as they struggle to 

understand their motivations and emotions. 

 -Existential Angst: Faulkner's characters often grapple 

with existential questions about the meaning of life and their place 

in the universe. This existential angst can lead to feelings of 

isolation and despair, as they confront the vastness of the 

unknown. 

Faulkner, influenced by Thoreau's Transcendentalist 

philosophy, believed in the sacredness of nature and condemned 

those who exploit it or other people. He saw a connection between 

the exploitation of nature and the exploitation of humanity, both 

stemming from a flawed human nature ("Original Sin"). Faulkner 

believed that those who treat the earth and others as objects are 

ultimately self-destructive. However, he also believed in the 

possibility of redemption through love and respect for both 

humanity and the natural world. 

Conclusion. World literature offers countless works that 

explore themes about loneliness and isolation, examining their 

positive and negative aspects. Authors often focus on 

psychological perspectives of solitude and its impact on mental 

health or delve into one’s feelings of alienation and societal 

rejection. Another crucial angle is how the theme of loneliness 

reflects broader societal conditions such as industrialization, war, 

and the pressures of modern life. 

To conclude, William Faulkner's short stories offer a 

profound and unsettling exploration of alienation and isolation. 

Through his powerful storytelling and insightful character 

portrayals, Faulkner offers a poignant reflection on the human 

condition and the enduring struggle for connection and belonging. 

His masterful use of language and narrative technique allows him 

to create characters who are both timeless and uniquely of their 

time, inviting readers to confront the enduring power of these 

universal themes. 

William Faulkner's stories provide a profound exploration 

of alienation in the American South, a region grappling with the 

legacies of slavery, racial tension, and social inequality. His 

characters, whether ostracized due to their race, class, or 

psychological struggles, grapple with feelings of isolation and 

disconnection. Faulkner masterfully employs stream-of-

consciousness to delve into the inner lives of his characters, 

revealing their deepest anxieties and the profound impact of social 

and psychological forces on their sense of self. While his early 

works often depict a bleak and pessimistic worldview, his later 

works show a glimmer of hope, suggesting the possibility of 

redemption through empathy, understanding, and a renewed 

connection to both humanity and the natural world. Faulkner's 

enduring legacy lies in his unflinching portrayal of the human 

condition, reminding us of the universal struggle for belonging 

and the enduring power of isolation. 
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