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THE ASSOCIATION OF INTERTEXTUALITY WITH CRITICAL READING
Annotation

Intertextuality is a fundamental concept in literary and textual analysis that highlights the interconnectedness of texts and the way
meaning is shaped through references, influences, and reinterpretations. On the other hand, critical reading is a cognitive and analytical
skill that enables readers to engage deeply with texts, question underlying assumptions, and assess the validity of arguments. This article
explores the relationship between intertextuality and critical reading, arguing that an awareness of intertextual connections enhances
readers' ability to critically evaluate texts, identify ideological influences, and recognize rhetorical strategies. The study reviews
theoretical perspectives on intertextuality, examines its role in critical literacy, and discusses practical implications for education and
media analysis. Additionally, it considers the impact of digital media on intertextual reading and the evolving nature of textual
interactions in the digital age.

Key words: Intertextuality, critical reading, literary analysis, media literacy, critical thinking, ideological influence, digital media,
education.

INTERTEKSTUALLIKNING TANQIDIY O‘QISH BILAN BOG‘LIQLIGI
Annotatsiya

Intertekstuallik — bu matnlarning o‘zaro bog‘liqligini va ma’no qanday qilib manbalar, ta’sirlar va qayta talginlar orqali shakllanishini
ta’kidlaydigan adabiy va matn tahlilining asosiy tushunchalaridan biridir. Boshqa tomondan, tanqidiy o‘qish o‘quvchilarga matnlarni
chuqur anglash, asosiy taxminlarni savol ostiga qo‘yish va dalillarning ishonchliligini baholash imkonini beradigan kognitiv va tahliliy
ko‘nikmadir. Ushbu magqolada intertekstuallik va tanqidiy o‘qish o‘rtasidagi bog‘liqlik o‘rganilib, intertekstual alogalardan xabardor
bo‘lish o‘quvchilarning matnlarni tanqidiy baholash, mafkuraviy ta’sirlarni aniglash va ritorik strategiyalarni tushunish qobiliyatini
oshirishi ta’kidlanadi. Tadqiqot intertekstuallik bo‘yicha nazariy qarashlarni tahlil qiladi, uning tanqidiy savodxonlikdagi o‘rnini
o‘rganadi va ta’lim hamda media tahliliga amaliy ta’sirini muhokama qiladi. Bundan tashqari, maqolada ragamli media intertekstual
o‘qishga qanday ta’sir qilishi va ragamli davrda matnlararo munosabatlarning rivojlanishi ham ko‘rib chiqiladi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Intertekstuallik, tanqidiy o‘qish, adabiy tahlil, media savodxonligi, tanqidiy fikrlash, mafkuraviy ta’sir, ragamli media,
ta’lim.

CBA3b HHTEPTEKCTYAJIbHOCTH C KPUTUYECKHUM YTEHUEM

AHHOTaUUs
WuTeprekcTyanbHOCTh — 3T0 (pyHIaMEHTANIbHOE TMOHATHE B JIMTEPATYPHOM M TEKCTOBOM aHAlIM3e, KOTOPOE IMOJYEpPKUBACT
B3aMMOCBSI3aHHOCTh TEKCTOB M TO, KaK CMBICI ()OPMHPYETCS 4Yepe3 CCHUIKH, BIMSHHSA W TepeocMbiciieHns. C Ipyrodl CTOpPOHHI,
KPUTHUYECKOE YTEHHE — 3TO KOTHUTHUBHBI W AaHAJIMTUYECKUH HaBBIK, MO3BOJISIOIIMI YHTATENSIM TIIy0)Ke BOCIPHHUMATH TEKCTHI,

CTaBUTh TIOJT BONIPOC CKPBITBIE MPEIONIOKEHUS U OI[EHUBATh JOCTOBEPHOCTh apr'yMEHTOB. B IaHHOI cTaThe UCCIeTyeTcs CBA3b MEKAY
MHTEPTEKCTYAIbHOCTBIO U KPUTHYECKHM YTEHHEM, JIOKa3blBasi, 4YTO OCO3HAHWE MHTEPTEKCTYalIbHBIX CBS3EH MOBBINIAET CIIOCOOHOCTH
yuTaTeaeld KPUTHUYECKH OIICHUBATh TEKCTHI, BBIABISITH HJICOJIOTMYECKOE BIMSIHUE M PAacliO3HaBaTh PHTOPHYECKUE CTPATETHH.
HccnenoBanne paccMaTpuBaeT TEOPETHUECKHE TTOAXOBI K HHTEPTEKCTYyaIbHOCTH, aHATU3UPYET €€ POSIb B KPUTHUECKOW TPAMOTHOCTH U
o0cyX/JaeT MpakTHYeCKHe acleKThl B 00pa3oBaHMU M Mequa-aHaiamse. KpoMe Toro, paccMaTpuBaeTcs BIMSIHHE LU(POBBIX MeIua Ha
HMHTEPTEKCTyaIbHOE YTCHUE Y N3MEHSFOLIASCS PUPO/IAa TEKCTOBOTO B3aNMOACHCTBHS B II(POBYIO 3MOXY.

KatoueBble ciaoBa: VIHTepTeKCTyaabHOCTb, KPUTHUYECKOE YTEHHE, JIUTEPATYpHBIN aHalW3, Mequa-TpaMOTHOCTb,
MBIIUICHNE, HIC0JIOTHIECKOe BIMSIHUE, HU(POBbIe Meua, 00pa3oBaHue.

KPpUTHYECKOE

Introduction. Critical reading is a crucial skill that
allows individuals to go beyond surface-level comprehension and
engage in deeper analysis of texts. It involves questioning the
author's intent, identifying biases, and situating texts within
broader social, cultural, and historical contexts (Paul & Elder,
2019). One of the key elements that contribute to critical reading
is intertextuality, a concept introduced by Julia Kristeva (1980),
which suggests that no text exists in isolation but rather in
dialogue with other texts.

Intertextuality plays a significant role in shaping meaning
and influencing interpretation, as texts constantly reference,
borrow from, and respond to previous works. Understanding these
connections is essential for critical reading, as it allows readers to
recognize how texts construct arguments, reinforce ideologies, or
challenge dominant narratives. This article examines the
association between intertextuality and critical reading, focusing
on theoretical foundations, practical applications, and implications
for education and media studies.
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Literature review. Intertextuality was first coined by
Julia Kristeva (1980), who built on the ideas of Mikhail Bakhtin
(1981). Bakhtin argued that all language is inherently dialogic,
meaning that texts are shaped by prior discourses and exist in
relation to other texts. Kristeva extended this idea by proposing
that texts are not self-contained but are composed of multiple
voices, influences, and references.

Intertextuality manifests in various forms, including
direct citations and allusions, parody and pastiche, reinterpretation
and adaptation, and implicit ideological borrowing. Understanding
intertextuality is crucial for critical reading, as it enables readers
to identify these connections and assess how they influence
meaning and interpretation.

Critical reading requires a questioning and evaluative
approach to texts, recognizing not only what is being said but also
how meaning is constructed. The presence of intertextual
elements in a text adds complexity to the reading process,
requiring readers to identify intertextual references, analyze their
function, evaluate the reliability of sources, and interpret
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ideological implications. In contemporary media, intertextuality is
increasingly evident in digital content, where hyperlinks, memes,
and social media interactions create multi-layered textual
dialogues.

Research methodology. This study employs a qualitative
research approach to explore the relationship between
intertextuality and critical reading. The methodology involves a
thematic analysis of existing literature, textual analysis of various
media, and an examination of pedagogical strategies for teaching
intertextuality in educational settings. The research is structured
as follows:

Literature Review and Theoretical Framework. A
comprehensive literature review was conducted to analyze
foundational theories of intertextuality and critical reading. Key
theoretical perspectives were drawn from scholars such as Mikhail
Bakhtin (1981) and Julia Kristeva (1980), who conceptualized
intertextuality as the dialogic relationship between texts.
Additionally, frameworks from critical discourse analysis
(Fairclough, 1995) and media literacy studies (Van Dijk, 2008)
were examined to understand how intertextual references function
in political, literary, and digital texts.

Textual Analysis Across Different Domains.

To explore how intertextuality enhances critical reading, a
textual analysis was conducted on various types of texts:

Literary texts: Classic and contemporary works were
analyzed for intertextual elements, including direct citations,
allusions, and reimaginings of previous works. For example,
Shakespeare’s Hamlet was examined alongside its adaptations and
reinterpretations in modern literature and film.

Media texts: News articles, political speeches, and
advertisements were analyzed to identify intertextual strategies
used to frame narratives, influence public opinion, and shape
ideological discourse.

Digital media: Online content, including social media
posts, memes, and digital journalism, was studied to explore the
evolving nature of intertextuality in the digital age. The analysis
focused on how hyperlinks, user-generated content, and
algorithm-driven recommendations contribute to intertextual
engagement.

Case Studies and Educational Implications.

A case study approach was employed to examine how
intertextuality is taught in educational settings. The study
reviewed curriculum designs, lesson plans, and classroom
strategies from secondary and higher education institutions that
incorporate intertextual analysis into literature and media studies
courses. The effectiveness of these pedagogical strategies was
assessed based on educational research findings on critical literacy
and reading comprehension (Paul & Elder, 2019).

Challenges and Limitations.

While this study provides valuable insights into the role
of intertextuality in critical reading, it acknowledges certain
limitations:

Subjectivity in interpretation: Intertextual analysis is
inherently interpretative, and readers may perceive textual
connections differently.

Access to background knowledge: Not all readers have
equal exposure to the cultural and historical contexts necessary to
recognize intertextual references.

Digital media complexities: The rapid evolution of digital
media and its algorithmic nature pose challenges in tracking
intertextual influences accurately.

By integrating insights from literary studies, media
analysis, and education, this research highlights the significance
of intertextual awareness in fostering critical reading skills. Future
studies could expand on this work by incorporating empirical
research, such as reader response studies or experimental
approaches to teaching intertextuality in digital learning
environments.

Analysis and Results. The analysis reveals that
intertextual awareness significantly enhances critical reading
skills across literature, media, and education. The findings
highlight several key aspects:

Enhanced Comprehension and Interpretative Depth
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Readers who recognize intertextual references develop a
deeper understanding of texts by situating them within broader
cultural and historical contexts. For instance, students analyzing
George Orwell’s 1984 in relation to contemporary political
discourse gain a more nuanced perspective on themes of
government surveillance and propaganda. Likewise, recognizing
biblical or mythological allusions in literature enriches thematic
interpretation and symbolic appreciation.

Identification of Ideological and Rhetorical Strategies

Intertextuality plays a crucial role in shaping ideological
perspectives. Political speeches often reference historical events
or influential figures to legitimize arguments. A critical reader
who identifies these intertextual references can evaluate how
politicians strategically frame narratives to shape public opinion.
Similarly, in advertising, brands frequently draw on nostalgia and
pop culture references to evoke emotions and influence consumer
behavior, making intertextual literacy an essential skill in media
analysis.

Media Literacy and Bias Detection

Intertextuality is widely used in media narratives to
construct and reinforce particular viewpoints. News reports often
draw parallels between current events and historical incidents,
shaping public perception through selective comparisons. A
critical reader with intertextual awareness can assess whether
these analogies are justified or manipulated for ideological
purposes. For example, media coverage of economic downturns
frequently references the Great Depression, yet such comparisons
can oversimplify complex financial realities.

The Role of Digital Media in Intertextual Reading

The rise of digital media has transformed intertextual
engagement, making it more dynamic and interactive. Online
platforms facilitate intertextuality through hyperlinks, memes, and
user-generated content. For instance, internet memes remix
existing cultural references, requiring audiences to decode layered
meanings. Similarly, digital journalism frequently incorporates
hyperlinks to past reports, creating a network of intertextual
references that demand critical navigation skills. However, the
hypertextual nature of digital media also presents challenges, as
misinformation and selective referencing can distort readers’
understanding of issues.

Educational Implications and Pedagogical Strategies

Teaching intertextuality in educational settings enhances
students’ analytical and interpretative abilities. Classroom
strategies such as comparative text analysis, contextualizing
historical and literary references, and exploring multiple
perspectives foster critical reading skills. For example,
juxtaposing Shakespeare’s Hamlet with modern adaptations like
Tom Stoppard’s Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead helps
students understand reinterpretation and thematic evolution over
time. Educators can also use media literacy activities to train

students in identifying intertextual patterns in  news,
advertisements, and social media content.

Challenges in Intertextual Analysis

Despite its benefits, intertextual analysis presents

challenges. Not all readers possess the necessary background
knowledge to recognize intertextual references, which may limit
comprehension. Furthermore, some texts employ intertextuality
selectively to mislead audiences, highlighting the need for critical
literacy. Overemphasizing intertextuality can also obscure a text’s
intrinsic meaning, leading to over-interpretation.

Summary of Findings

Literary texts: Intertextual awareness enriches literary
analysis by uncovering deeper thematic and symbolic layers.

Media texts: Recognizing intertextual strategies in news
and advertising helps readers detect bias and manipulation.

Digital media: The hypertextual nature of digital content
enhances intertextual engagement but also increases the risk of
misinformation.

Education: Teaching intertextual analysis improves
critical literacy and fosters a more nuanced interpretation of texts.

Conclusion and recommendations. Intertextuality and
critical reading are deeply interconnected, as recognizing textual
relationships enhances analytical engagement with texts. By
understanding how texts borrow, reference, and reinterpret one
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another, readers can develop a more nuanced perspective,
question dominant narratives, and identify ideological influences.
Incorporating intertextual analysis into education and media
literacy programs can foster critical thinking skills and empower
individuals to navigate complex textual landscapes.

Future research should explore how digital media, with its
hypertextual and multimodal nature, affects intertextual reading

practices. Additionally, expanding interdisciplinary approaches to
intertextuality and critical reading could further strengthen
analytical methodologies in various fields. Educators should
incorporate intertextual analysis into curricula to equip students
with the tools necessary for navigating digital and traditional
media environments critically.
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